HMS

Monthly News
ARTICLES, TIPS, PHOTOS, & MORE!

November 2021

A Little Patience

Teaching is all about patience. Not just the patience that comes to mind when you envision
being the adult in a sea of five year olds. And not just the patience an adult needs when
interacting with that pre-adolescent student trying to find just one more loophole. But also the
patience needed to deal with the unknown. As educators we aren’t totally sure the level of
impact we are making until months or more likely years later. We don’t know how our students
will contribute to the world, what obstacles will fall onto their path, or who they will become as
adults. We guide their education and hope that every lesson we give, every comment we make,
every book we recommend, every bit of advice we dole out will help them ultimately become
exactly who they are meant to be. The same is certainly true for parenting. It’s exciting to imagine
who our children will one day become.
This year I’m finding that being patient about the unknown is even more important than ever. We
are definitely seeing some changes in behavior in children in general, and hearing from our
colleagues at other schools that we aren’t alone. An uptick in internet and social media use, a
lowered frustration threshold, a constant need for social interaction, and at the same time more
children reporting that they feel socially awkward. As parents and educators seeing our children
go through this is, at best, uncomfortable. We want to jump in and fix things and “get back to
normal”. Right now everything feels intense and urgent. I keep reminding myself that our
children are still figuring out the world and this world is changing quickly. As adults, we need to
slow down and take a few breaths before jumping in to try to fix everything. We need to be
patient and let time work its magic. Unfortunately, I think we need to live in the discomfort a little
bit. I once read that if patience was easy, it wouldn’t be a virtue. That’s for sure!
In Montessori we truly believe in the value of independence, of making mistakes, and of letting
children have challenges—socially and academically—to help them persevere. We believe this all
of the time, but I think these days it’s even more important to step back and wait. It’s important
to advocate for our children and to create a stable environment for them. We can do this and
still give our children room to explore. We need to be at peace with not having all of the answers,
nor all of the control.
I believe this is easier to do in ordinary times, and much harder in the middle of a pandemic! We
don’t know how the world will change, but we know it will, it’s actively changing right now. We
don’t know all of the impact this pandemic will have on our kids, but we know they are and will
continue to be impacted. We can help our children continue to thrive and grow by supporting
them, encouraging them, loving them, and giving them a little time to work through the obstacles
set before them. I don’t know where our kids will be in twenty years, but I know the patience we
grant them now will help them grow into who they want to be.
In this season of gratitude, I’m thankful to be a part of a community who values and centers the
well-being of children. Wishing you all a great November and an extra dose of patience.

Warmly,

Aimee

The Importance of Music
By April Crichfield, Willow Room Teacher
“There should be music in the child's
environment, just as there does exist in the child's
environment spoken speech. In the social
environment the child should be considered and
music should be provided.”
-Maria Montessori
For some, music is a healing tool. Many studies have shown
that music has an effect on the physical, emotional, and
intellectual development of infants, and it has the ability to
strengthen cognitive and sensory development.
Music allows the body and mind to work together, which enhances the learning
experience. Music is a great way to teach children pre-math skills, because it allows
them to learn rhythm! A young child rarely sits still while listening to music. At a very
young age children learn to clap. This is one way that a child might react when listening
to music. Clapping allows the child to develop rhythm, while also stimulating their motor
skills. Some young infants might sway side-to-side, or move their head with the music,
and again, this is allowing the mind and the body to work together. Once the child is able
to stand, they will most likely enjoy dancing along with the music. Dancing allows the
child to build his or her motor skills. Dancing is also a great form of expression!
Music is a great outlet for developing creativity. Young children are able to creatively
dance, play musical instruments, and possibly even sing along to the music. Infants
easily and effortlessly catch on to familiar songs. With time you might notice that they
participate in finger plays during Itsy Bitsy Spider, or that they start singing “up above”
while you sing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. They might also begin to recognize when the
song ends, and may clap and ask for more. This is because music is a great way to
stimulate a young child’s memory! Isn’t it funny how we can easily forget what we ate for
lunch last week or what our 3rd grade teacher's name was, but we never seem to forget
song lyrics?
Song lyrics can be simple, complex, silly, and educational! The more your child listens to
music, the more they are being exposed to language. Songs are great ways for children
to develop language skills. Don’t be afraid to allow your child to listen to a variety of
music genres. You just might discover that your child enjoys 80’s rock music over Old
MacDonald.
Music isn’t just fun and games, it’s an educational piece for infants. Spend time each day
singing and dancing with your infant. Your infant’s creativity, language, pre-math skills,
and motor development will benefit from it.
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Golden Bead Brigade ($1,981+):
Aimee and Michael Allen
Stephanie and Coby Sagle
Brenna and Michael Cholerton
Gina and Christian Drew
Nina and David Rish-Brown
Julie and Paul Harding
Kathleen and Paul Vanderspek
Diane and Stephen Reville
Rebecca and Stephen Pieniak
Hilary Harter
Elia and Chris Grogan
Glenn and Erin Schuster
Pink Tower Club ($1,000+):
Becky and Brad Carlson
Ronna Schreiner
Danae Welty and Brandon Wolfe
Lora and Brett McMillan
Sean and Wendy Werner
Chad and Kathryn Rawlings
Ashley Jones and Adam Hinmon
Greg Fredericksen and Brandalyn
Webster
Nancy and Tim Leahy (Schwab
Charitable)
Metal Inset Society ($140+):
Julie and Stefan Thorn
Jessica Hopkins and Scot Fleshman
Karen and Michael Biskey
Robert and Laura Peaslee
John and Angela Mitchell
Candace and Gino Pagano
Hayden and Molly Scott
Prudence and Leon Schendel
Heidi and Mike Pavlu
Martha Martin
Ivan and Nedka Ivanov
Crystal Fritts
Kristen and Jason Smith
Bryan McConaughy
Chelsea and Mark Boseley
Giovanna and Steve Franklin
Tim Adams
Amanda and Alek Holcomb
Wendy and Sean Holt
Anna and Jared Thatcher
James Presson
Mallory and Tyler Tucci
Mariana and Westly Moran
Kimberly Madsen and Jeff Gerton
Huijing Hu and Xiaojun Zhou
Kelly and Michael Kiley

Cheryl Buchholtz
Ashley and Andrew Lysne
Hana Abou Ouf
Alexandra and Ryan Rubel
John and Barbara Staupe
Faye Bulaon and Arthur Siek
Brianne Biskey and David Allen
Raymond Barnhart
Julie Hale
Maggie and Jason Rodgers
Craig Morgan
Elisa and Josh Slowey
Praxia Apostle and Matthew
Bornstein-Grove
Amy Staupe and Chris Roy
Katharine Long and Ash Monif
Ashley and Alex Pittman
Quinci Adams
Cody and Keeley McCullah
David and Kiersten Weber
Rene and Brad May
Rebekah Drahota and Alex Plonczak
Brian and Rochal George
Emily Knutson
Sean and Jenni Reichle
Laura and Robert Mizumoto
Brittany Fritts
Nicole Faivre and Nicole Brandon
Linsey and Bryan Lee
Brandon and Merci Clinton

Brint and Jeanne Sagle
Pam and Michael Purdue
Megan and Ryan Pruente
Leyda and Garet Greenwood
Anya and John and Phillips
Mehrnaz Fardi and Behnam
Patrick and Laura Chesley
Susan Kurtz
Tracy Durisin
Matthew and Pamela Brigham
Casandra Gorell and Paul Prokovich
Curt and Melissa Livesay
Brent and Suzanne Palmason
Kristine Barker
Nikki Hemphill
Ryan and Nikki Martin
Amanda and Josh Howton
Megan and Dallas Gessel
Lisa Derouin
Jill and Mark Greene
Carrie Butler

Danielle and Kris Pasquale
Brandon Barker
Shannon Fisher
Xuan Scarllee Hoang
Aleah and Matthew DiCrescentis
Miles Chelsey
Carmen McNamer
Kiran Pakala and Lalita Turaga
Michael LaPenna and Ioanna Kladou
Hilary Harrington
Reid and Carrianne Ekberg
Maureen Keyter
Alyssa Venable
Lili Zhang
Ryan and Tezra Wakefield
Heidi Steele
Kristen and Kyle Johnson
Sarah and Ben Tweet
Jeanie Bree
Jennifer Beard
Gregg and Kalaena Morris
Jenna Brasch
Michael Moore
Chad and Jessica Lessard
Ryna Truong and Andrew Hinojosa
Melisa and Eric Parish
Brandi Jones
Gail and Eric Pederson
Pauline Sarah Dingee
Sarah Kelly
Anne Shaffer and Jeffrey Tuma
Heather Gregg
Kelsey Getman
Mollie Monahan and Peter Kreishman
Emily Fidecaro
Adena Himmelstein
Rachel and Zac Manahan
Carl Tweeten
Kyra Jackson
April Crichfield
Nadine Peacock
Mel Megee
Harmony Scarlet
Ji Sun and Nannan Ye
Oxana Matsegorova
Casey DeViese
Nichole Larew
Corey Peterson
Stef Lorincz
Lisa and Brady Short
Ann-Marie Leichsenring
Ashley Dix
Zayn Imam
Alene Hochstetter

Board Corner
Thank you all so much for another successful Annual Fund Campaign. We are continuously
blown away by the generosity and unwavering enthusiasm of our community.
This year, we surpassed our goal of $40,000 by almost $16,000! In total, we raised $55,763.11 all of which will go directly back into the school to support our daily operations. Our Board
participation was 100%, and both our staff and parent participation came in at around 84%. It is
so inspiring to see that each branch of our community believes so wholeheartedly in our school
mission.
Speaking of our school mission, there is some important long-term, visionary work going on right
now in terms of our strategic plan. Once again, we are asking for your help! If you are interested
in lending your thoughts to our planning process, please sign up for one of our focus groups
happening this month. Your voice is an invaluable part of our work!
Once again, a huge thank you to all of the Annual Fund donors listed on the previous page, as
well as to every member of our community for all you do to support our school.
In gratitude,
Julie Thorn

Upcoming Closures:
*November 11th & 12th All School closure for Veteran’s Day
*November 24th All School Noon Dismissal
*November 25th & 26th All School closure for Thanksgiving Break

This Month's Contributors:
Aimee Allen - Head of School
April Crichfield - Infant Teacher
Julie Thorn - Board Chair

